Quality of life in long-term survivors of the Hemopump left ventricular assist device.
The courses of 10 patients (nine men and one woman; mean age, 54 years) were reviewed to determine the long-term results of treatment with the Hemopump (Nimbus Medical, Inc., Rancho Cordova, CA) left ventricular assist device. Indications for treatment were postcardiotomy cardiogenic shock (n = 8) and acute cardiac allograft rejection (n = 2). Two of the patients with postcardiotomy shock required a bridge to transplantation. At follow-up (mean, 21 months), eight patients were alive: four were in New York Heart Association Functional Class I and four were in Class II. None had long-term adverse effects that were attributable to the site of insertion (e.g., limb ischemia or infected groin wounds). All the patients considered themselves independent in their daily activities, and most of the patients were able to exercise and pursue hobbies. The Hemopump appears to offer long-term survival with an acceptable quality of life to a population of patients whose survival would have been highly unlikely otherwise.